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The Situation in the Colossian Church
Understanding the context of this letter will help us better understand the
letter itself as we study it. Where was Colossae? Does it have any relevant history
or geography? What was going on in the Colossian church at the time?
There are two basic sources of information about Colossae and the Colossian
church. Most information about the Colossian church is derived from the
Scriptures, primarily the book of Colossians. Most information about the town of
Colossae comes from external sources.
What we know about Colossae from external sources:
•

Colossae was located about 100 miles east of Ephesus, in the Lycus River
valley, in a region called Phrygia – part of modern day Turkey.

•

Colossae was about 12 miles from two “sister” towns, Laodicea and
Hierapolis.

•

The area is known for its mineral deposits and has rich pasture lands.

•

Colossae was an area of unusual wealth because of the superior fleeces
produced and because of dyed woolen goods produced using the mineral
waters. In fact, Colossae gave its name to a particular purple dye from
which it gained great revenue.

•

Colossae was near a major East-West trade route running from Ephesus
all the way to the Tigris-Euphrates region.

•

There was a constant influx of new ideas and philosophies both from the
East and from the Greeks, due to the proximity of the trade route.

•

There was a large Jewish colony in Colossae.

•

The Colossian church was primarily Gentile in membership.

•

Colossae was described as “the great city of Phrygia” by Herodotus in
the 4th century BC.

•

By New Testament times, two neighboring towns, Laodicea and
Heiropolis, had outgrown Colossae, so that Colossae was not as
important a place as it had once been.

•

Colossae was the smallest town to receive one of Paul’s epistles.
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What we know about the Colossian church from the Scriptures:
 The Colossians had heard the gospel and believed.
•

There were those who could be described as “saints and faithful
brethren” (1:2).

•

They had expressed “faith in Christ Jesus” and demonstrated love “for all
the saints.” They had heard of the “hope laid up for you in heaven”
(1:4-5, 8).

•

The gospel “was constantly bearing fruit and increasing” in the Colossian
believers (1:6).

•

They understood “the grace of God in truth” (1:6).

•

They were “formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil
deeds,” but now they were “reconciled” to God (1:21-22).

•

Paul rejoiced in their “good discipline and the stability of your faith in
Christ” (2:5).

 Though Paul had not been to Colossae, the church had several connections to
him.
• Apparently Paul had only recently heard that there was a church in
Colossae. It was a young church (1:4, 8).
•

Epaphras, one of Paul’s disciples when Paul taught in Ephesus, had been
a leader in planting the church at Colossae (1:7, Acts 19, 20:17-38).

•

Paul had never been to Colossae and had never seen most members of
the church (1:7-8, 2:1).

•

A number of Paul’s companions in Rome were known to some of the
Colossian believers, because Paul mentions them by name – Tychicus,
Aristarchus, Mark, Jesus Justus, Luke, and Demas (4:7, 10-11, 14).

•

Paul knew some of the other Colossian believers, whom he mentioned by
name – Nympha and Archippus (4:15, 17). This contact too, may have
come while Paul was in Ephesus.

(this section continues …)

4

Copyright James D. Battle, 2009

Colossae, USA
Now, think in general terms about what we know about the town of
Colossae and the believers there.
They had important natural resources. They had products that were in
demand. They had access to major trade routes. The result was that many people
were relatively wealthy. This sounds like many places in the USA.
Second, and because of the trade route, they had many different types of
people passing through, or even coming there to live. They had a constant influx of
new ideas and philosophies from much of the known world. Again, this sounds
like many places in the USA.
The church had been started there and made a significant impact on the lives
of many believers. But the interaction with all those outside ideas and philosophies
brought some wrong teaching that confused the church. Unfortunately, there are a
lot of churches like this in the USA.
Further, the church was far from mature. They were not clear on the place of
Christ in the grand scheme of things. And they were not clear how to live for
Christ. This sounds like a lot of churches in the USA.
When we realize there is so much similarity between the situation in
Colossae and the situation here, the book of Colossians starts to become pretty
relevant to the church today. If the great apostle Paul were here in our church,
what would he have to say to us? It might sound a lot like the book of Colossians!
Take a look and see for yourself!
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Scriptures Alive! – A Study in Colossians
Welcome to Scriptures Alive! where our goal is to make your Bible study
manageable. Knowing the rapid pace of 21st century life, we want to help you to be
efficient and effective in a limited amount of time.
You will find that the Scriptures Alive text for Colossians is spread out with
room for you to write some notes. So please do! In fact, we would encourage you
to use the Microsoft Word file of Colossians and use the computer to record your
notes. That will provide you with unlimited room for notes, as well as the cut and
paste capability of the computer. Further, when you want to copy complete verses
during the correlation phase of your study, the computer makes it easy for you to
copy from online versions of the Bible directly into your personal study.
The book is divided into lessons of a convenient length for a small group
discussion of an hour or so. At the end of each lesson you will find discussion
questions provided along with the Bible text.
Also, some lessons contain memory verses. Those memory verses are listed
along with the discussion questions. And they appear in the back of this book,
ready for you to cut out and carry with you.
We encourage the inductive approach to Bible study, outlined by four simple
words:
Observation – What does it say?
Correlation – How does it relate?
Interpretation – What does it mean?
Application – What will I do about it?

For more detail on this approach, please see the introductory workbook,
Scriptures Alive! – How to Study the Bible.
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Lesson 2
Colossians 1:15-23
Christ is to have first place in everything
Context: Paul began his letter to the Colossians, with a great
prayer of thanks for their faith, and continued on, praying for their
growth. Paul recognizes that both their faith and growth is all
based on who Christ is and what He has done, so he now
elaborates on Christ.

Major Passages on Christology
John 1:1-18
Colossians 1:15-23
Hebrews 1:1-14




15

He [Christ] is ...

•

the image of the invisible God

•

the first-born of all creation

16

For by Him all things were created ...

•

both in the heavens and on earth

•

visible and invisible

•

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities

•

All things have been created ...
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o through Him

o and for Him





•

17

•

and in Him all things hold together

18

He is before all things

He is also ...

•

head of the body, the church

•

and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead

•

so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything

19

For it was the Father’s good pleasure (

•

for all the fullness to dwell in Him,

•

20

and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself ...

o having made peace through the blood of His cross

o through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven
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21

And although you were formerly ...
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•

alienated

•

and hostile in mind

•

engaged in evil deeds

•

22

Yet He has now reconciled you ...

o in His fleshly body through death

o in order to present you before Him ...

= holy
= and blameless
= and beyond reproach

o

23

if indeed you continue in the faith

= firmly established and steadfast
= and not moved away from the hope of the gospel

− that you have heard

− which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven

− and of which I, Paul, was made a minister
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Discussion Questions, Lesson 2, Colossians 1:15-23
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(Icebreaker) If you were to condense down to three key thoughts the
significance of all that Jesus did, what would those thoughts be?
(Observation, Interpretation) Based on this passage, what is God like?
(Observation) This paragraph describes Christ as Creator. What does Paul say
about Christ in relation to His creation?
(Observation) What thoughts does Paul bring out to describe what Christ
created?
(Observation) A different aspect of creation is the church. What does the
passage say about Christ’s relationship to the church?
(Observation) What thoughts does Paul bring out to describe Christ as our
reconciler?
(Interpretation, Application) What is the significance of these two descriptions
of Christ, creator and reconciler?

Memory Verse
yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to
present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach
(Colossians 1:22)
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