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The Value of Small Groups
Experience shows that people are much more consistent in personal Bible
study and Christian growth if they are part of a small group. That is why
Scriptures Alive was developed with a small group focus and has this
companion volume specifically for small group leaders.
Small groups are where the Bible comes to life for believers. They provide
the opportunity to know and be known in a personal way that is always
challenging to achieve in our society. Small groups provide a good way to meet
personal needs, which is at the heart of the gospel. Small groups provide the
stimulus and accountability for spiritual growth. If you are not in a small group
Bible study, start your own or find one and join it!
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Scriptures Alive! Helps
Scriptures Alive! is designed with a small groups focus because small
groups are so important to help people grow and connect. This book provides
background information along with discussion questions and answers for every
passage in Colossians. It is divided into lessons of a convenient size for a good
group discussion.
What’s the Point? The first section of each lesson traces the logical
development of thought through Colossians. For each paragraph it provides a
one-sentence summary/title of what Paul says and then a brief elaboration of
why he says it and how it helps develop the main messages.
Discussion Questions: You have seen the discussion questions provided
for each lesson in Colossians. The Small Group Leader’s Guide suggests answers
for each question, right out of the passage under study. It will get you off to a
good start in leading a group discussion. And it will save you time in
preparation to lead your group. You will find icebreaker questions, general
discussion questions and application questions.
The icebreaker questions are intended to be conversation starters prior to
actual study of the passage. They are related to the passage, but the answers are
drawn more from people’s experience and general attitudes toward life.
The additional discussion questions will help people explore the depth of
Paul’s thought and begin to relate it to our lives as believers today. You will find
value in thinking through the answers prior to the group discussion.
Typically the final question for each passage is an application question.
Answers are not provided there, as they will vary depending on each
individual’s situation.
Obviously, you do not have to use every question listed. As a leader, you
are encouraged to select the questions you are most comfortable with, and also to
add questions of your own.
2

Copyright James D. Battle, 2006

Memory Verses: Suggested memory verses have been provided. You are
encouraged to work on these as a group. They will help you remember the key
lessons and applications from your study of Colossians. The section on memory
verses near the end of Scriptures Alive!– Colossians provides more information
about Scripture memory.
Music: Singing can add a whole new dimension to your small group.
Take a look at some great hymns that develop themes we find in Colossians.
You may want to try them.
Difficult Passages: There are several difficult passages in the book of
Colossians. Learn how to investigate and understand difficult passages. And
use the information provided to help your group discussion of Colossians go
more smoothly.
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Lesson 2 – Colossians 1:15-23 – What’s the Point?
What does he say? Paul says that Christ has the pre-eminence, both as our
Creator and as our Reconciler.
Why does he say it here? How does it contribute to his logical thought?
Having prayed that the Colossians might grow in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, Paul moves quickly to elaborate on Christ’s pre-eminence as the
first point in that spiritual wisdom.
Paul reminds the Colossian believers of the Christ who is the core of our belief,
and what He has done for us as our Creator and our Reconciler. This knowledge
will provide the solid spiritual foundation required for challenging the false
teachers in the next chapter. His statement that Christ is “to have first place in
everything” provides the theme for the entire epistle, and solid direction for our
entire lives.
Discussion Questions
•

(Observation, Interpretation) Based on this passage, what is God like?
− Jesus Christ is the very image of God (1:15). The implication is, if you
want to know what God is like, look at Jesus Christ.
− God has incredible power and creativity. Otherwise He could not have
created the earth, much less the heavens and the invisible things
mentioned.
− God and Jesus Christ have and deserve first place in everything. We need
to keep our minds straight on that.
− God has incredible love for us. It is amazing to contemplate the fact that
God sent His Son to die on the cross just so that we could have peace with
Him.
− God is most gracious. To take us, acknowledged as alienated, hostile in
mind, and engaged in evil deeds, is also amazing. We do not deserve a
relationship with Him, but He sent Christ to make a way. Further, He
was so gracious as to make us holy, blameless and beyond reproach by
substituting Christ’s righteousness for our unworthiness. Wow!

•
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(Observation) This paragraph describes Christ as Creator. What does Paul
say about Christ in relation to His creation?
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− He is the “first-born” of all creation (1:15). This is not referring to first in
time, since other passages show that Christ is eternal. Rather it refers to
the place of a first-born as first in position or rank, the chief over the act of
creation.
− All things were not only created “by Him” but also “for Him” (1:16). This
would imply that He has a purpose in creation and an ongoing interest in
creation.
− He is “before all things” (1:17). That is true both in the sense of “before in
time” and in the sense of “higher rank.”
− In Christ “all things hold together” (1:17). The implication is that if He
ever let go, the whole place would blow apart. It would probably begin at
the atomic level – scientists cannot explain why an atom holds together in
the first place. Christ sustains His creation.
•

(Observation) What thoughts does Paul bring out to describe what Christ
created?
− He created “all things … in the heavens and on earth” (1:16). That is
pretty comprehensive.
− He created things that are visible (1:16). When we look around and see
things, we need to remember that He created them. Even objects that are
“man-made” are only made from things that Christ created.
− He created things that are invisible (1:16). That would indicate there is
more to creation than we are aware of or can see.
− He created thrones, dominions, rulers and authorities (1:16). According to
the Ryrie Study Bible, “these words, in rabbinic thought of the time,
described different orders of angels.” There are other beings in the
universe besides us humans. And they have varying degrees of power.

•

(Observation) A different aspect of creation is the church. What does the
passage say about Christ’s relationship to the church?
− He is “head” of the church (1:18).
− He is the “beginning” (1:18). Without Him there would be no church. He
precedes the whole church.
− He is the “first-born from the dead” (1:18). He is before us in the timing of
His rising from the dead. (Yes, we know that a handful of people (e.g.
Lazarus) were raised before His crucifixion and resurrection. And Old
Testament believers lived to see Jesus’ day (John 8:52-58).) Again, as in
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1:15, “first-born” refers to position or rank. There would be no
resurrection of anybody, apart from the resurrection of Christ.
− All the preceding is “so that He Himself might come to have first place in
everything.” Christ is to have the pre-eminence. That is the key message
here.
•

(Observation) What thoughts does Paul bring out to describe Christ as our
Reconciler?
− He made “peace through the blood of His cross” (1:20). Previously we
were not at peace with God. He bridged the gap, but at a great price. In
fact, apart from the blood of His cross, we still would not have a way to
have peace with God.
− Christ’s reconciliation extends to things on earth and things in heaven
(1:20). We understand the earth part of that, meaning us as men. We do
not have much Biblical basis to understand what the heavenly part means.
You might want to put that on your list to ask Him when we get there!
− We were “formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds”
(1:21). We need to remember a clear understanding of our previous state.
We were both unable and unwilling to make peace with God. In fact, we
intentionally chose to do things that took us farther away from God. But
in spite of that condition, Christ reached out to reconcile us.
− Again Paul points out the person and means of our reconciliation –
through Christ “in His fleshly body through death” (1:22). What a price
He paid! What a commitment to bring us to peace with God!
− Christ’s objective was to present us “before Him holy and blameless and
beyond reproach” (1:22). He was not just aiming to dust us off and call it
good. He made a way to bring us to His standard of perfection!

•

(Interpretation, Application) What is the significance of these two
descriptions of Christ, creator and reconciler?
− Christ as creator –
°

We should follow the directions of our creator.

°

We should remember that He is so far above our capabilities and our
ability to conceive that we have no business doing our own thing.

°

Since He holds us together, we should recognize our total and absolute
dependence on Him.

− Christ as reconciler
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°

We should remember the high price He chose to pay for us, and be
grateful.

°

We should remember our previous condition of total unworthiness
and be thankful that He looked past all of that.

°

We should remember our present position before Him – holy and
blameless and beyond reproach – and seek to live worthy of that state.

Related Music
This Is My Father’s World (see 1:16)
The Church’s One Foundation (see 1:18)
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (see 1:20)
And Can It Be That I Should Gain (see 1:20)
What a Wonderful Savior (see 1:20)
Are You Washed in the Blood? (see 1:20)
There is Power in the Blood (see 1:20)
Memory Verse
1:22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order
to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach
Difficult Passages
See “Dealing With Bible Difficulties” later in this leader’s guide for more
information about the following difficult passages.
1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”
The issue: Does “firstborn” mean He is only a created being? If He is only a
creature, even a special one, then He is not God.
1:22-23 - “Yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in
order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach – if
indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved
away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard.”
The issue: The “if” at the beginning of verse 23 sounds like you can lose your
salvation by falling away from your faith. Is that correct? If we cannot lose our
salvation, what is this talking about?
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Dealing with Bible Difficulties
Though we might like the Bible to always be clear and straight-forward,
that is not always the case in practice. If that bothers you, remember that the
Bible is only trying to use human language to explain the God of the whole
universe! God chose to present His truth with varying degrees of difficulty.
Sometimes that means that we humans come up with different points of view,
and sometimes we just cannot be sure. There are a number passages on the
author’s list to ask about when he gets to heaven!
Somebody once asked Abraham Lincoln (who often read the Bible) if he
was not concerned about the Bible passages that he did not understand. Lincoln
allowed that his lack of understanding did concern him, but said he was more
concerned about the passages he did understand! That is a good perspective to
maintain: even as we seek greater understanding, we need to be about applying
the things we do understand from the Bible.
We do need to give consideration of how to deal with difficult passages.
Dr. Gleason Archer, in his Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, addresses the
subject. His key points can be boiled down to the following:
1. Be fully persuaded in your own mind that an adequate explanation
exists, even though you have not yet found it.
2. Carefully study the context and framework of the problem passage.
Study relevant cross-references. Other translations may help.
3. Consult the best commentaries available, especially those written by
scholars who believe in the integrity of Scripture.
There are a few difficult passages in Colossians. To help you be better
prepared for leading your small group, those passages will be analyzed here, in a
manner consistent with Dr. Archer’s advice. As the leader, you probably will not
want to raise the issue in your small group discussion, but if somebody else does,
you do want to be prepared.

Difficult Passage – Colossians 1:15
1. Quote the entire passage
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”
2. Define the difficulty or issue
Does “firstborn” mean He is only a created being? (If He is only a creature, even a
special one, then He is not God.)
3. Examine the immediate and near context for clues
- Colossians 1:16 “For by him all things were created… All things have been created by
Him and for Him.” – if He created all things then He clearly did not create Himself.
- Colossians 1:17 “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” – He has
a position of priority – before all things.
- Colossians 1:18 “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” –
restating priority/supremacy of His position in multiple ways.
- Colossians 1:19 “For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in
Him” – There is nothing you need to add to Jesus Christ for Him to be God – “all His
fullness” is all there is. Answers the implication that Jesus is not God.
4. Review Other Biblical passages
- John 1:1,14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God…. And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” – Jesus
Christ was God from the beginning. He was not just an important creature.
5. Review Other Research
- “The Greek word for ‘Firstborn’ is prototokos. If Christ were the ‘first-created,’ the
Greek word would have been protoktisis” (BKC).
- “In the ancient world the firstborn son held a special position in the family. He
received a double portion as his inheritance (Dt 21:17) and had a right to the special
blessing of his father (Ge 27)” (EDBW).
- “The term firstborn does not refer to time, but to place or status. Jesus Christ was not
the first being created, since He Himself is the Creator of all things. Firstborn simply
means “of first importance, of first rank.” Solomon was certainly not born first of all of
David’s sons, yet he was named the firstborn (Ps. 89:27). Firstborn of all Creation means
“prior to all Creation.” Jesus Christ is not a created being; He is eternal God” (BEC).
- “The Son has all the rights belonging to the first-born because of His preeminent
position over all creation” (RSB).
6. Interpretation/Conclusion
The context says clearly that He is the creator of all things. Thus He is not a created being.
Further, the context strongly states the supremacy of His position, which is quite a sufficient
explanation for the figurative use of the term ‘firstborn,’ indicating His supremacy and that
He existed before all created things. The context also says that He is fully God.
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