Lesson 2
Colossians 1:15-23
Christ is to have first place in everything
Context: Paul began his letter to the Colossians, with a great
prayer of thanks for their faith, and continued on, praying for their
growth. Paul recognizes that both their faith and growth is all
based on who Christ is and what He has done, so he now
elaborates on Christ.

Major Passages on Christology
John 1:1-18
Colossians 1:15-23
Hebrews 1:1-14
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•

He [Christ] is ...
the image of the invisible God
− Christ’s supremacy is first shown in His relationship with God the
Father (BKC)
− And God created man in His own image (Gen 1:27)
− Nobody knew God's image - we had forgotten it after Adam's fall
− Ever wondered what God is like? Now we know. Look at Christ.
− Why did we need to see God's image? to understand more of God, to
understand our own nature, to understand each other, to understand
how to behave
− Jesus showed God’s image by words and by example
− God is so far beyond this earth that He has to simplify in images for us
to even get a concept
− No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. (John 1:18)
− And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and
truth. (John 1:14)
− He who has seen Me has seen the Father (John 14:9b)
− And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His
nature (Heb 1:3a)
− Besides the obvious meaning of likeness, “image” implies
representation and manifestation. (BKC)
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− Christ is viewed as the first true man who fulfills God’s design in
creation. Thus to be in the image of Christ is the goal of all Christians
(WBC)
− Lord, help me meditate on and understand more of Your image and
then be in Your image and reflect it to others



•

the first-born of all creation
− Issue – Does “first-born” mean that Christ is only a created being, and
thus is not God? Absolutely not. The very next verse says “all things
were created by Him” so clearly He did not create Himself. Verse 19
says “It was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in
Him.” There is nothing you need to add to Jesus for Him to be God –
“all His fullness” is all there is. “First-born” means “of first importance,
of first rank” per BEC.
− For more information on the above issue, see discussion of ‘first-born’
as a created being in the Difficult Passages discussion of the
Colossians Small Group Leader’s Guide
− some would argue from 'firstborn' that He was created (Arianism), but
v. 16 removes that possibility (ref JFB)
− Second, Christ’s supremacy is shown in His relationship to Creation
(BKC)
− 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. (John 1:1-2)
− “Firstborn” denotes two things of Christ: He preceded the whole
Creation, and He is Sovereign over all Creation. (BKC)
− the Son has all the rights belonging to the first-born because of His
preeminent position over all creation (RSB)
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For by Him all things were created ...
− The third characteristic of Christ is that "by Him all things were created"
(BKC)
− Any argument for evolution assumes the existence (and therefore
creation) of the basic ‘stuff’ with which to evolve! Where did the ‘stuff’
come from? Christ created it. If He created the basic ‘stuff’, He
certainly could have created life and mankind
− There is nothing that exists which He did not create
− All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being. (John 1:3)
− The world was made through Him (John 1:10b)
− Through whom also He made the world (Heb 1:2c)
− “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the
heavens are the works of Your hands; (Heb 1:10)

•

both in the heavens and on earth
− There is no place I can go that He did not create!
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•

visible and invisible
− Elaborating on "all" things
− There are created things that I cannot see - angels for one
− This could be very interesting when he takes the blinders off our eyes

•

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities
− In rabbinic thought of the time, these words described different orders
of angels (RSB)
− Not just "things" but also beings with will and power
− Do not get impressed with ourselves and our power – we are only
created beings. Not only that, but we cannot even see some other
powerful beings which He created
− (Christ is) far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come (Eph 1:21)

•

All things have been created ...
o through Him
− Nothing was created through itself but through Him
o and for Him
− Nothing was created for itself but for Him
− Since we are created for Him, we should yield to Him
− Lord, help me always be available to You

•
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•

and in Him all things hold together
− Apart from Him the world would physically fly apart!
− Christ is truly awesome
− Since He holds us together, we should recognize our dependence on
Him
− I will seek to always remember my dependence on Him
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•

He is before all things
− Christ is truly the pre-existent One
− Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was
born, I am." (John 8:58)

He is also ...
head of the body, the church
− Fourth, Christ is the Head of the body, the church (BKC)
− 22 And He ... gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is
His body, (Eph 1:22-23a)
− In Greek usage, the word head meant 'source' and 'origin' as well as
'leader, ruler.' (BEC)

Copyright 2009, James D. Battle

3

− The church universal, to which every true believer belongs, regardless
of local church affiliation. (RSB)
− We should be sure that Christ is in fact head of our individual churches
− Lord, help me to do what I can to make sure our church is constantly
yielding to You as our head
− The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord, She is His new
creation By water and the Word. From heaven He came and sought
her To be His holy bride; With His own blood He bought her And for
her life He died. (Hymn – Samuel Stone)
•

and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead
− Fifth, Christ is the "Beginning (archē) and the Firstborn from among the
dead" (BKC)
− It is odd to use 'born' in connection with death
− Should change our perspective on what death is really about
− This is talking about the ‘beginning’ of something other than creation –
it is the beginning of eternal life
− While a handful of people were raised from the dead in the Bible, every
one of them except Christ died again. He was the first to rise to eternal
life
− I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)
− But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death,
since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. (Acts 2:24)
20
−
But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also
came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ all will be made alive. (1Cor 15:20-22)
− Christ’s resurrection marked His triumph over death. He was the
“Firstfruits” of those who die since, unlike others, He rose never to die
again. He “was declared with power to be the Son of God by His
resurrection from the dead” (BKC)
− Not that he was the first who ever rose from the dead, but the first and
only one who rose by his own power (MH)
− i.e. the first one to rise from the dead with a resurrection body (RSB)

•

so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything
− First place all the time - not just when it is convenient
− 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him
the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil 2:9-11)
− Christ should have preeminence in all we are and have and do
− Lord, I will put Christ first at home, work and in everything I do
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− The word translated 'preeminence' is used nowhere else in the New
Testament. It is related to the word translated 'firstborn,' and it
magnifies the unique position of Jesus ChristO. He is pre-eminent not just one of many (BEC paraphrase)
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For it was the Father’s good pleasure O
− Have you ever thought about God doing or choosing something
because it pleased Him?
− Look what He chose – to fully dwell in Christ and thus to reconcile
sinful men to Himself – now that was an important choice for us!

•

for all the fullness to dwell in Him,
− Sixth, ALL the fullness of God dwells in Christ (BKC)
− For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, (Col 2:9)
− 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as
head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of
Him who fills all in all. (Eph 1:22-23)
− For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.
(John 1:16)
− The word translated 'fullness' ... meant 'the sum total of all the divine
power and attributes.' (BEC)

•
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and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself ...
− Seventh, Christ is the reconciler (BKC)
− If God had not chosen to fully dwell in Christ, we could not have been
reconciled to Him – the reconciliation is ‘through Him’
− But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom 5:8)
− God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
trespasses against them (2 Cor 5:19)
− 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the
testimony given at the proper time. (1 Tim 2:5-6)
− It is important to note that people are reconciled to God (“to Himself”)
not that God is reconciled to people. For mankind has left God and
needs to be brought back to Him (BKC)
− Redemption consists of two things (1) the remission of sin (v. 14) and
(2) reconciliation to God (MH)
− He is the Mediator of reconciliation, who procures peace as well as
pardon for sinners, who brings them into a state of friendship and
favour at present, and will bring all holy creatures, angels as well as
men, into one glorious and blessed society at last (MH)
o having made peace through the blood of His cross
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− He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
(1 Pet 2:24)
− Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, (Rom 5:1)
− The cross of Christ is our only source of peace and reconciliation
− When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. //
See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled
down! Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich
a crown? (Hymn – Isaac Watts)
− And can it be that I should gain An interest in the Savior’s blood? Died
He for me, who caused His pain— For me, who Him to death pursued?
(Chorus) Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, shouldst
die for me? Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, shouldst
die for me? (Hymn – Charles Wesley)
o through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven
− Note, things UNDER the earth are not mentioned as reconciled,
though they are in Phil 2:10 as bowing (BKC)
− so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth (Phil 2:10)
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And although you were formerly ...
− Have you ever thought about how God sees people apart from Christ?
Paul tells us here
− This is a terrible description of our condition. Fortunately for believers
in Christ, it is in the past and not the present or future.

•

alienated
− Aliens are people from another place – they do not belong here. This
is not their home. That is how we were with respect to God and to
heaven
− Think about it - I was His enemy, but He gave mercy and grace
anyway
− Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. (Eph 2:12)
− He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
(John 1:11)
− We were on the wrong side and were powerless to change it by
ourselves.

•

and hostile in mind
− I had the wrong attitude - not friendly or approachable even
− I would not even admit to being wrong
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− For a picture of 'hostile', think of an angry divorce fight
− because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not
subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so
(Rom 8:7)
•

engaged in evil deeds
− I was doing the wrong things - certainly not earning my way to heaven
− But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom 5:8)

•
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Yet He has now reconciled you ...
− We did not and could not bring ourselves into right relationship with
God. Christ took the initiative and did it through His own blood
− God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
trespasses against them (2 Cor 5:19)
− For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life. (Rom 5:10)
− Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, (2 Cor 5:18)
o in His fleshly body through death
− His death was the critical element in our reconciliation to God
− 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the
testimony given at the proper time (1 Tim 2:5-6)
− Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people (Heb 2:17)
− without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Heb 9:22b)
− He paid a huge price - not for His sins, but for mine!
o in order to present you before Him ...
− Christ had a purpose in His death, and it is tied directly to His desire to
present me to God as somebody acceptable for eternal life. Wow!
− Have you ever thought about how God sees you as a Christian? Paul
answers that below.
− We need to remember how God sees us and why He sees us that way
– because of the death of Christ
− The most important thing in our Christian lives is not how we look in
our own sight, or in the sight of others, but how we look in God’s sight
(BEC)
= holy
− He is holy. I am not. The only way to get there is on His merits.
− Holy = set apart for God
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− He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
(1 Pet 2:24)
= and blameless
− Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
would be holy and blameless before Him. (Eph 1:4)
− who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ (1 Cor 1:8)
− For the upright will live in the land, And the blameless will remain in it;
(Proverbs 2:21)
− It connotes one who is unaccused, free from all charges (BKC)
= and beyond reproach
− 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who
justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who
died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
also intercedes for us. (Rom 8:33-34)
− Christ made it His goal is to present us to God holy, blameless and
beyond reproach. The least we could do is cooperate.
− Lord, I live in awe that You would choose to present me this way when
You know the truth about me
− Lord, I will seek to live worthy of the way You have chosen to present
me (tie this to Col 1:10)
23
o
if indeed you continue in the faith
− Issue #1 – can we lose our salvation? Absolutely not. Nobody and
nothing is great enough to remove us from God’s hand (see John
10:28-29 below.) Further, we were enemies of God and had not
“cleaned up our act” – we did nothing to merit our salvation, so we can
do nothing to mess it up (see Romans 5:10 below)
− Issue # 2 – Then what does it mean? The passage is simply referring
to a stable faith as evidence of our salvation. (see James 1:22 below)
− For more about these two issues, see discussion of this phrase in the
Difficult Passages discussion of the Colossians Small Group Leader’s
Guide
− So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, (Eph 2:19)
− 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one
will snatch them out of My hand. 29 “My Father, who has given them to
Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father’s hand. (John 10:28-29)
− For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life. (Rom 5:10)
− But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who
delude themselves. (James 1:22)
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= firmly established and steadfast
− How else would you demonstrate your faith? Continuing firm in the
faith is evidence of our salvation.
− Stand firm in your faith
= and not moved away from the hope of the gospel
− Being moved away from a firm faith raises questions about whether it
was true faith
16
−
You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from
thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 Even so, every good
tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
(Matthew 7:16-17)
− Here is the “proof of the pudding.” Paul addresses his hearers as
Christians but always recognizes ‘existential’ factors which prevent any
complacency even for himself (cf. I Cor 9:27; II Cor 13:5). For the
apostle, assurance always had to be present tense. And, while God’s
election is not vacillating, it can be affirmed only in terms of profession
(cf. Rom 10:9), conduct ( Cf. I Cor 6:9), and the witness of the Spirit
(Cf. Rom 8:9) (WBC)
− Endurance is a mark of election (Toussaint)
− The if clause does not suggest doubt or lay down a condition by which
we “keep up our salvationO.” Paul was saying, “If you are truly saved,
and built on the solid foundation, Jesus Christ, then you will continue in
the faith and nothing will move you. You have heard the Gospel and
trusted Jesus Christ, and He has saved you.” In other words, we are
not saved by continuing in the faith. But we continue in the faith and
thus prove that we are saved (BEC)
− Remember the hope of the gospel, that is the promise of eternal life
− Do not move away from the hope of the gospel
− that you have heard
− They heard the gospel from Epaphras (see Col 1:7-8), and in this letter
they hear it from Paul
− which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven
− Does this refer to more than just humans? It seems a little unusual.
This could include angels also, though there are currently things they
do not understand
− It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but
you, in these things which now have been announced to you through
those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven—things into which angels long to look. (1 Pet 1:12)
− It may be preached to every creature; for the gospel excludes none
who do not exclude themselves (MH)

− and of which I, Paul, was made a minister
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